380                           Viscount Halifax

mass on Sunday, when sung late as it must be if it is to be the chief
service of the day, cannot and ought not to be a mass chiefly for the
purpose of communion; and it is equally impossible to interfere with
the use of the 'Hail Mary* and the practice of asking the saints and
the departed generally to help us with their prayers. Only consider
what the general attitude of Englishmen and of the great mass of the
population amongst the English-speaking races is towards the
Catholic Faith, and what a lesson that attitude ought to teach us.
What, on the Anglican theory, is the purest portion of Christendom,
with every advantage of wealth and position and privilege, has
proved absolutely incapable of retaining within its fold, not only the
great masses of its population, but a very large proportion of those
(I say nothing of the irreligious and the careless) who are really alive
to their souls' needs, and care for spiritual concerns. If one object of
a Church is to bring men to the obedience of the Faith, why has the
Church of England been so eminently unsuccessful? Certainly,
amongst many and obvious reasons, as for example how little true
she has been to her own principles, it is because, as M. de Maistre
truly says, *She has been a rebel preaching obedience,' and it is just
this, and the consequences it involves, that make any restoration of
ecclesiastical discipline in England so difficult at the present time, so
impossible I might say, till the only principles on which obedience
can be rightly claimed and rendered are once more freely and
generally recognised amongst us. The Church of England as a whole
makes a boast of her independence of the rest of Christendom. She
has erected her isolation, and the state of practical schism in which,
largely I admit by the fault of others, she finds herself, into a prin-
ciple, something almost to be proud of, instead of one to be deeply
deplored. She refuses to recognise that she owes any duty of obedi-
ence and submission to the rest of the Church. The authority of the
whole Church is nothing to her. *Securus judicat orbis terramm* is a
phrase without meaning in the ears of her rulers. In resisting the medi-
aeval and temporal claims of the Papacy she has forgotten both what is
due to the Primate of Christendom, and the duty her Bishops owe to
the rest of the Catholic Episcopate. That Episcopate may reject her